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Good morning Chairman Lampson, Ranking Member Inglis, members of the House Science Subcommittee on Energy and Environment and other members of the U.S. House of Representatives joining this hearing. My name is Bill White. I am the Mayor of Houston, Texas, and am pleased to be speaking before the Subcommittee today. 

Houston, the fourth largest city in the country, is growing and prosperous, with more than 2 million residents.  We have added a quarter-million new jobs to our economy of the last four years and have seen our population grow in excess of 5% annually over the past several years.  This includes nearly 100,000 relocations from the Katrina disaster.  The Gross Area Product has also grown by 5.2% annually from 2004 through 2007.  Houston is the nation’s No. 1 seaport in foreign tonnage, and No. 2 in total tonnage. Houston is home to almost two dozen Fortune 500 companies, second only to New York. 

Houston is an important microcosm of the world economy as witnessed by its dramatic growth over the past five years.  In order to sustain our City’s prosperity as well as that of the rest of the world, we need to delink growth from resource consumption.  Not doing so will lead to dire consequences, some of which we are already seeing.  Energy prices have nearly doubled over the past few years and they will not stop here.  Gasoline prices have gone from $1.50 to $3.00, electric power rates have gone from 6-8 cents / kwh in the 1990s to 12-15 cents / kwh today.  The supply-side trend is only going to get worse.  We need to fix this problem now.

The City of Houston is aggressively addressing the issue of decoupling regional growth from energy consumption.  The path forward for us is two-fold:  energy efficiency and renewable energy.  A watt conserved, or a gallon not used, is the lowest cost form of energy generated.  We avoid $600 / kwh by not building excess generation capacity and save 5.5 cents / kwh in avoided energy supply costs.  Similarly, by migrating to more fuel-efficient vehicles or hybrids or eventually plug-in hybrids, we can make a real difference in our fossil fuel consumption.  The complement to our energy efficiency efforts is the City’s embracement of renewable energy, which is carbon free, pollutant free, and geo-politically free.

Let me give you some specific examples of what we are doing here in Houston on Energy Efficiency.  We are upgrading our commercial and residential building codes to make our new buildings more energy efficient.  The City already has a resolution passed in 2004 that requires all new City facilities and major renovations over 10,000 sq ft to be LEED certified.  We are also weatherizing existing homes through a “neighborhood by neighborhood” residential energy efficiency program.  So far we have done more than 2,000 homes over the past 18 months and expect to do 3,000 this year, all in low-income neighborhoods, in partnership with CenterPoint.  Homeowners have seen a 10-15% heat-adjusted reduction in their kwh consumption with summer months as high as 20%.

The City of Houston has itself taken a leadership role in embracing energy efficiency and renewable energy procurement for its facilities.  The City of Houston is the first Clinton Climate Initiative and C40 city to implement large-scale, energy savings performance work to retrofit 11 million square feet of city facilities including office buildings, convention center, libraries, fire stations, police stations, health service centers, and multi-service centers.  We expect to see a 20-30% reduction in our energy consumption for these facilities.   These energy efficiency efforts will be complemented with our renewable power procurement program.  The City of Houston has purchased 262,800,000 kwh annually from Texas wind farms, or 20% of our consumption, under a fixed-price contract for delivery over the next five years.  That is over 1.3 billion kwh in total, and our goal is to double that number.

The City of Houston is also leading several grass-root efforts to inspire, educate and call to action our community at large.  The City, in partnership with the American Institute of Architects, is hosting the region’s first “Green Consumer Expo” to showcase energy efficient products and services that are available here locally.  The Expo, scheduled this April, is free and open to the public.  We are also developing a Youth Job Corp program for this summer to have young people hand out over 250,000 CFLs and energy efficiency tips door to door.  Last year with the Power to People Campaign we handed out 10,000 CFLs.

Finally on fuel-efficient vehicles, the City’s goal is to have 50% of non-emergency, administrative fleet, roughly 2,800 vehicles total, to be hybrids.  Currently we have 440 hybrids.  Metro will purchase approximately 100 hybrid electric buses each year over the next three years, dramatically improving the fuel efficiency and emission control of our mass transit network.  We are also working with our airport systems to migrate their fleets to clean fuel vehicles.   For the general population here in Houston, we need help from the federal government to raise fuel standards even more aggressively.   
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